CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY  3rd AUGUST 2006.

Present:
David Brown : Chair


Eddie Quirk


Tim Harker.



Jonny Sykes












David Clark : Parish Clerk
In attendance : KDC Cllr Peter Veasey, WCC Cllr Robert Hall, Barry Strange, Wilts Police. No Parishioners
ITEM 1 :   APOLOGIES : Cllr Falla : ill health.  Cllr Micklethwait : holiday.  Cllr Withers : house-guests.
ITEM 2 :  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST :  Cllr Brown declared that, as a Director of Tidworth Development Trust, he had an interest in Item 13 and would therefore withdraw for that Item.
ITEM 3 :  





APPROVAL OF  PREVIOUS MINUTES
3.1
Subject to correction of a typo at Item 15.2 (corrected) approval of the Minutes of the meeting on 29th June 06 was proposed by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Harker, and agreed by all.

ITEM  4 :   MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES
4.1
Item 6: Emergency Planning.  The Chair advised that the CEV , Barry Caddick, had obtained Chute Forest PC agreement to joint participation in the November Exercise.

ITEM  5 :  POLICE MATTERS
5.1
The Chair welcomed Mr Barry Strange, civilian Div Police NHW Liaison Officer and adjourned the meeting to allow a full general exploration of the position on NHW matters and the link with ‘Neighbourhood Policing.
5.2
The Chair reconvened and, in summary, thanked Cllr Harker and Mr Strange for their efforts which seemed to promise help with the required re-invigoration of the Parish NHW Scheme. He noted the continuing absence of a uniformed Police representative – particularly to flesh out the proposals for neighbourhood Policing -  and would continue to press for representation at Council meetings.

ITEM 6 :
TRADING STANDARDS ALERT SYSTEM – RE-INSTATEMENT
6.1
WCC Cllr Robert Hall advised that his investigations had initially supported the position reported by the Clerk (letter dd 26th May) but that further inquiries produced Trading Standards advice that the system was still in place but that there was little of ‘local’ interest to publish –- ‘Alerts’ such as those quoted in the Clerk’s letter were held to be more a matter for Police/NHW channels of communication.

6.2
The Chair noted that reports in the local press indicated that the incidence of matters such as cold call cowboy tradesmen and distraction burglaries had not ceased and that it was important that they should be reported to the community in real time through one channel or another.  WCC Cllr Hall would be kept in the picture vis a vis any Trading Standards Office developments and the Uniformed Branch of the Police would be pressed for assistance and clarification of their role as soon as communications were satisfactorily established (see para 5.2)  All agreed to keep this matter under review.


ITEM 7 :
ROAD GRITTING/SALTING ROUTES

7.1
The Chair noted that Cllr Sykes and the Clerk had met on site with Ms Diane Ware, WCC Highways Engineer, on 11th July and had negotiated some significant extensions to the existing (secondary) treated routes.  Maps showing the proposed revised routes had been supplied and had been e.Mailed to all members on 1st August – hard copy was provided at the Meeting (Clerk’s note :  copy filed with these Minutes).  In brief, the changes would provide a treated link to the existing route for most parishioners in the Chute Standen, Lower Chute and Chute Cadley areas.  They would also provide a treated link from the existing route to the Hampshire CC route at  Conholt Park and thus provide a treated route for those Parishioners seeking access to (eg) Vernham Dean School.  Cllr Sykes noted that negotiations had been tricky given the restrictions within which the Highways Engineers had to work and it was unfortunate that negotiation of a route from Cadley out beyond Eagle Cottage had not been possible at this time but WCC would keep this under review. He felt that what had been achieved was all that was practicable, was a significant improvement, and he recommended their acceptance.
7.2
The Chair congratulated Cllr Sykes and the Clerk on a good result and proposed acceptance of the proposed changes; seconded by Cllr Sykes and agreed by all.  The Clerk to confirm to Ms Ware and convey the thanks of the Council:  details of the extended treated routes to be published closer to Winter when folk would be more receptive to the detail.  Action : Clerk
ITEM 8 :
INSURANCE – PROGRESS IN OBTAINING PROPERTY VALUATIONS
8.1
The following position was established – results to be progressed:-

War Memorial :  The War Memorial Trust had provided a ‘contractors list’ and the Clerk was seeking advice from a company in the area.

Well House, Upper Chute :  The KDC Principal Conservation Officer had offered a ‘non-professional’ estimate of £20,000 vat incl.  A comparative specialist estimate to be sought.
Bus Shelter Upper Chute :  Builders Estimates obtained by Cllr Quirk indicated circa £3,000 vat incl.

Bus Shelter Chute Forest :  CFPC  had advised  “ no change to policy value “.

Pavilion, contents, play equipment etc at KG Playing Field :  KGPF Management Committee have been asked to review/confirm values –  CFPC aware.

ITEM  9 :  FINANCE – FY 2006/07 BUDGET  – FIRST FORECAST OF OUTCOME
8.1
The Clerk/RFO advised that the version provided with the Agenda reflected the re-disposition of reserve funds, and appropriate revision of the ‘risk assessment’ wording,  as agreed at the 29th June meeting.  Acceptance was proposed by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Harker and agreed by all.    
ITEM  10:  FINANCE –  CLEANSING GRANT/YOUTH INITIATIVE

10.1
The Chair suggested that, in the absence of the Vice Chair, who had been taking a leading role, discussion should be deferred till the next meeting.  This was agreed.

 ITEM 11 :
FINANCE – GRANT AID FOR VILLAGE HALL
11.1
The Chair noted for the record that ongoing support was provided through payment of rental charges.  The significant help which was probably required was however more likely to be available from external resources than was either likely or reasonable to provide on such a small tax base as the Parish. He had therefore consulted Tidworth Development Trust (of which he is a Director). He could confirm that, in response to the promotion of the Village Hall’s cause, the Trust was keen to help,  was actively researching the best funding sources,  and had undertaken to support/facilitate any application the Trustees of the Village Hall wished to make.  The Chair would report further in due course.   Action : Chair
ITEM 12  :
FINANCE – REVIEW OF REMEMBRANCE DAY WREATH CONTRIBUTION
12.1
The Clerk read a letter from Mr Daly, the Honorary Poppy Appeal Organiser, setting out the cost of the usual ‘chaplet of poppies and, since there is no profit on these prices, seeking an additional contribution. It was noted that £25 had been provided in the precept for the year – confirmation of this level of contribution was proposed by Cllr Harker, seconded by Cllr Quirk and agreed by all.  Action : Clerk to advise.
ITEM 13  :
FINANCE – REQUEST FOR CONTRIBUTION TO NEW TCAP POST
(Cllr Brown withdrew (see Item 2): Cllr Sykes was unanimously elected to preside for this Item)
13.1
The request from the TCAP (letter dated 20th June provided with the Agenda) was discussed at some length. In summary - the erosion of prudent reserves already made to limit tax increases made any such contribution extremely difficult to justify and the way ahead for such a small Parish had just been complicated by notification of the election costs which were likely to levied for 2007/08. Cllr Harker proposed that no funding contribution should be made, seconded by Cllr Quirk and agreed by all.  Action : Clerk to advise     
(Following the above vote Cllr Brown returned and resumed his position as Chair)
14 :
PARISH WELL AT  CHUTE CADLEY
14.1
The position as follows was agreed and accepted:-

14.1.1    Supply of heavy duty grill had been arranged by Cllr Brown and Cllr Harker would now arrange to have this cut to fit and installed with members help. Firm target for completion and prevention of any possibility of any accidental access to the well removed “by end September”.
Action Cllr Harker aided by other Members.
14.1.2  Action to encourage formation of Community Group to consider a project to renovate the top-structure, and related action to assist in sourcing funding, was ongoing. Action by Cllr Harker to refine the risk assessment was on hold pending clarification of the way ahead/scope of action.

Action with the Chair.
ITEM 15 :
CHILDREN’S ROAD SAFETY SIGN PROJECT
15.1
The Chair advised that, following the publication of the previous meeting minutes in the Chronicle, he had received two telephone calls of protest about the unsuitability of the sign(s) but had explained again that the Council had little if any alternative but to complete the ‘Children’s Safety project’ – the sign had to be put up and in the place approved by the Highways Authority.  As regards positioning he had however had a request to move it a little further to the East.  Given the commencement of the school holidays he would progress this as a matter of urgency and would attempt to meet the request if at all possible.  Cllr Withers would then re-instate action to erect the sign. Action Chair and Cllr Withers
ITEM  16 :  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
16.1
The Clerk read the following  record of actions since the last meeting:-

54443/F  I Tolleys Cottages, Cadley : extension and garage. Objection lodged by PC. Now refused by KDC
(The Clerk read an informal synopsis of the background to KDC’s position earlier e.Mailed to all Members)
54567  Hatchett Inn : Fell 4 conifers & replace with native species.  No objection by PC. Now approved by KDC
ITEM 17 :
VERGE PROTECTION PILOT SCHEME
17.1
The Clerk confirmed that he had begun the process of obtaining a ‘Licence to Cultivate & Maintain  the targeted area under Section 96 of the Highways Act’. Further advice was awaited from WCC Environmental Services Department.    Action : Clerk
ITEM 18 :



AMBULANCE SERVICE – RESIDENCE LOCATION DATA
18.1
Cllr Sykes advised that action to review/check the WAS data-base was still in progress. Progress was necessarily time consuming due to the structure and the need to check location codes as well as addresses and completeness.  Action : Cllrs Sykes and Falla
ITEM  19 :    KENNET/WILTSHIRE COMMUNITY WEB-SITE
19.1
In the absence of  Cllr Falla (see Item 1)  the Chair noted that he, Cllr Falla, continued to show considerable enthusiasm for the project and it was hoped the Council would be able to move ahead on the site trial in the near future.   Action : Cllr Falla
ITEM  20 : 
REPORT BY CHAIR ON WCC MEETING
20.1
The Chair noted that the meeting was a useful opportunity to meet County level officials and to make the PC’s name and attitudes known. There had been much of general interest but little of specific impact for the Parish except perhaps for the intended introduction of a new web-site for inter-level communication in the County : he would advise on any developments. He had taken the opportunity to raise the issue of recycling – in particular the limitations of the schemes so far in place – but had obtained no evidence of extended and funded policies for the near future – the PC should therefore continue to achieve all it could within existing resources in liaison with KDC.     
ITEM  21 :  ANY OTHER BUSINESS
21.1  Fortnightly Refuse Collection/Recycling  The Clerk read a copy letter of complaint by a Parishioner to KDC.  It was agreed that the PC policy should continue to be to foster good communications with KDC and to keep the new system under review as it bedded in.  KDC Cllr Peter Veasey provided some advice and re-assurance.
21.2   Damage to Upper Chute Bus Shelter   Cllr Quirk noted that a couple of planks had been ‘knocked out’ again – he would replace/fix this again. Appreciation of his service (without charge) was recorded.
21.3   Trees at Southern Boundary of Tibbs Meadow   The Chair advised that he had received a report that certain of the trees on this boundary were dying and possibly dangerous. It was agreed an assessment by the KDC Arboricultural Officer should be sought as a precursor to any action.  Action : Clerk
21.4   




































The Chair noted that the next meeting was scheduled for 14th September and, there being no further business, closed the meeting at 21.20.
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